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been to wait on the queen-mothei at Lyons, where, as it was discoursed, they were at least seemingly reconciled
I observed, while the caidmal was gone, there was no court, the king was seldom to be seen, very small attendance given, and no bustle at the castle , but as soon as the cardinal returned, the gieat councils were assembled, the coaches of the ambassadois went every day to the castle, and a lace of business appeared upon the whole couit
Heie the measuies of the Duke of Savoy's ruin were concerted, and in order to it the king and the cardinal put themselves at the head of the army, with which they immediately reduced all Savoy, took Chamberry and the whole duchy, except Montmehan
The aimy that did this was not above twenty-two thousand men, including the Swiss, and but mdiffeient troops neither, especially the Fiench foot, who, compaied to the infantry I have seen since in the German and Swedish aimics, were not fit to be called soldiers On the othei hand, considering the Savoyai ds and Italian ti oops, they wei e good ti oops, but the cardinal's conduct made amends for all these deficiencies
From hence I went to Piguciol, which was then little more than a single foitincation on the hill near the town called St. Bride's, but the situation of that was very stiong I mention this because of the prodigious works since added to it, by which it has since obtained the name of the light hand of France, they had begun a new line below the hill, and some woiks wete marked out on the side of the town next the fort, but the caidmal afteiwaids diew the plan of the works with his own hand, by which it was made one of the strongest fortresses in Euiope
While I was at Pignerol, the governor of Milan, for the Spaniards, came with an anny and sat down befoie CasaL The grand quanel, and for which the war in this pait of Italy was begun, was this the Spamaids and Geimans pretended to the duchy of Mantua, the Duke of Nevers, a Frenchman, had not only a title to it, but had got possession of it, but, being ill-supported by the Ficndi, was beaten out by the imperialists, and after a long siege, the (xeirians took Mantua itself, and drove the pooi duke quite out of the country
The taking of Mantua elevated the spmts of the Duke of Savoy, and the Germans and Spaiuaidss, being now at zuote